
The biggest improvement 
you can make to your 
documents and slides is to 
reduce the content in them.
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People learn better from graphics 
and words than from words alone.

COGNITIVE SCIENTIST, RICHARD E MAYER, 
FOREWARD TO GRAPHICS FOR LEARNING, 
CLARK & LYONS, 2004
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WHAT IS THE VALUE OF GRAPHICAL 

DISPLAYS IN LEARNING?  EDUCATIONAL 
PSYCHOLOGY REVIEW, Vol 14, No3 Sept 

2002 REVIEW, Vol 14, No3 Sept 2002

Diagrams provide ‘computational 
advantage’ compared to text because they 
support information search and enable 
viewers to extract information by relying 
on automatic, perceptual processes.
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Flow Chart

Cycle
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define, components, 
attributes, group, 
category, parts, theme,  
classification, concept 

phase, event, repeat, 
next step, initially, 
start, followed by, 
subsequently, finally 

effects, consequences, 
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preconditions, 
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shared, in common, 
contrast, discrete, 
unique, similarities 
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Visually depicting the steps of a 
process helps you get ultra clear 
about what to do. This helps you 
communicate it to colleagues, as 
well as review it collaboratively.
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The text chunks, and any 
visual element, must be 
aligned to create a sense 
of order for easier reading.

Organise your content into 
easily identified groups, each 
with a title that stands out 
(font size & weight).

Don’t try to be ‘artistic’ — 
apply restraint to your fonts 
(2 types max.) and colours 
(spot not coverage).
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